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 Improving women’s control over assets can augment women’s economic 
security and bargaining power, which in turn may have powerful consequences 
for the health and well-being of their children. 

 Although improvements in household assets can benefit all members, resources 
concentrated in the hands of women can contribute to higher spending on 
children’s health and nutrition compared to resources concentrated in the hands 
of men (Lundberg & Pollak, 1993). 

 Several influential studies have shown that additional income controlled by 
mothers leads to greater household expenditures on inputs into child well-being 
including food, education, and health services (McElroy, 1990; Haddad et al, 
1997; Thomas, 1997; Quisumbing & Maluccio, 2003; Deere & Doss, 2006; 
Karnataka & Swaminathan, 2012; Kumar & Quisumbing, 2012; Kaffle & 
Jolliffe, 2015). 

 Introduction and Need for the Study Contd. Contd. 
 

 The study uses data from the fourth round of the National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS-4) conducted in 2015-16.  

 Descriptive statistics and bivariate analysis have been done to show the levels 
of asset ownership by females across different states in India 

 Logistic regressions were performed using STATA 14. For this, a dichotomous 
variable for child stunting(0 indicates not stunted and 1 indicates stunted) was 
created.  

 Gender Asset Gap is calculated  as the percentage of adult men and women 
who are asset owners in the population of all adult women. The difference 
between the male and female incidence of assets is referred to as the Gender 
Asset Gap. 

 Data and Methods 

 Objectives 
 To understand women’s ownership of assets across India and to assess the 

factors affecting women’s ownership of assets 
 To analyze the Gender Asset Gap across Indian states and to calculate the Asset 

based Gender Development Index. 
 To analyze the relationship between women’s ownership of assets and child 

stunting in India. 

Findings 
 Table 1: Odds Ratio for Asset Ownership by Background by Females: Ordered 

Logit Regression 

Key Findings 

Figure 1: Gender Asset Gap, India (2015-16) 

Figure 3: Asset based Gender Development Index (2015-16) 

Figure 4: % of stunted children under 6 years across states (NHFS-4) 
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Table 3: Results from the quantile regression:  Summary of Quantile 
Regression Estimates for Mother's Asset Ownership Indices 

Figure 2: Gender Asset Gap by states (2015-16) 
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Figure 5: Women’s asset ownership vs child stunting 
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Table 2: Odds Ratio of Child Stunting based on Mothers’ Background  
Characteristics  

 With the increase in educational level, the asset ownership increases for both 
never married and currently married females and this goes for husband’s 
education as well in case of currently married females. 

 The gender asset gap in the case of land ownership is more in rural areas as 
compared to urban areas. This pattern, however, is  not so strictly followed for 
house ownership. 

 The asset based gender development index is greater in rural areas for most of 
the states. 

 Nearly 38% children in India are stunted.  
 Bihar, with 48% of stunted children, has the highest prevalence of child 

stunting in India.  
 Kerala, with 20% of stunted children, has the lowest prevalence of child 

stunting in India.  
 Male children are more likely to be stunted than female children. 
 Prevalence of stunting is low for children belonging to higher wealth quintile, 

whose mothers are educated and whose BMI is normal 
 Women’s asset ownership impacts the long-term health of those who are 

already relatively healthy.  
 At the median, a one unit increase in this asset index increases the HAZ score 

by 4.9 points compared to 5.9 and 9.0 points at the 75th and 90th quantiles, 
respectively. 

 There are several pathways through which mother’s status affects child health 
but this analysis is restricted to linkages between mother’s ownership of assets 
and the health of their children. 

 Child’s nutritional status and diseases have an established impact on child 
stunting but these linkages have been omitted from the study because in any 
econometric analysis, the presence of a large number of variables might hinder 
the establishment of direct impact between the predictor and dependent 
variable. Hence, by controlling for minimum required variables, it has been 
attempted to establish a direct link between mother’s asset ownership and child 
stunting. 

 It is proved that father’s asset ownership also has bearings for child nutritional 
and health status but different impacts that the asset ownerships of both the 
parents can have on child’s health have not been compared. 

 

Key Findings 


